Early onset psychiatric disorder in high risk children and increased familial morbidity.
The relationship between child psychopathology and familial morbidity in second degree relatives was examined for children considered at risk on the basis of parental affective illness. Second degree relatives in high-risk families with no child psychopathology were no different from low-risk families in their rates of depression and anxiety. Second degree relatives in high-risk families positive for child psychopathology had significantly higher rates of depression and anxiety than relatives of low-risk children and relatives of high-risk children with no disorder. The implications of these findings are discussed with respect to risk status, prepubertal onset of psychopathology, and familial morbidity for specific psychiatric disorders.